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WHAT IS THE MEANING OF BAPTISM?
1. When a person becomes a believer in Christ a great miracle of spiritual birth occurs.  According to the Word of God, a redeemed individual has been “born of the Spirit,” “born from above” or “born of God.”  By God’s gift of faith, such a person has been reconciled to God and has been graciously given the gift of eternal life which has been made available to man through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  
Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?" Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit."  (John 3:3-8)  
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  (John 1:12-13)
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. (Eph 2:8-9)  
not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,  ( Titus 3:5) 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.       (2 Corinthians 5:17)
2. This miracle of spiritual birth is personally experienced by the believer but is not necessarily perceivable by the people of this world.  
Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.  (I Jn 3:1-2)

3. It is through baptism that a believer gives public testimony to the reality of his/her spiritual birth/regeneration.  Baptism, therefore, is a natural/visible expression of an invisible/ supernatural/ spiritual reality. By being baptized a believer publicly identifies himself/herself as a newborn child of God, a sharer of the eternal life of Jesus and a member of the church - the community of faith.  
4. By being baptized a believer identifies with the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.  It is a profound way for a believer to acknowledge that what Christ did was done on behalf of lost humanity generally and for the believer personally and not for his own sake.  
Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?  Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.    (Rom 6:3-6)
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,  (Rom 6:8)

having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.   (Col 2:12)  

Baptism doesn’t make you a believer - it shows that you already believe. Baptism does not "save" you, only your faith in Christ does that. Baptism is like a wedding ring - it’s the outward symbol of the commitment you make in your heart. 
"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith... it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast."  --Ephesians 2:8,9
WHY BE BAPTIZED BY IMMERSION?

1. Because Jesus was baptized that way.
"As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water." --Matt. 3:16

2. Every baptism in the Bible was by immersion.
(Example) "...then both Philip and the man went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water..."  --Acts 8:38-39 
The word Baptize means "To dip under water" 
The Greek work Baptizo means "To immerse or dip under water". 
It best symbolized a burial and resurrection!

3. The founders of denominations agree: 
Martin Luther... "I would have those who are to be baptized to be entirely immersed, as the word imports and the mystery signifies."

John Calvin... "The word ´baptize´ signifies to immerse. It is certain that immersion was the practice of the ancient church." 

John Wesley... "Buried with Him, alludes to baptizing by immersion according to the custom of the first church.
WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED?
1. Every person who has believed in Christ.

"Those who believe and accepted His message were baptized..."  --Acts 2:41 

"Simon himself believed and was baptized..."  --Acts 8:13 

"But when they believed Philip as he preached the Good News... and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women."  --Acts 8:12 

2. At The Philadelphia Church, we wait until our children are old enough to believe and understand the true meaning of baptism before we baptize them.

Some churches practice a "baptism of confirmation" for children. This ceremony is intended to be a covenant between the parents and God on the behalf of the child. The parents promise to raise their child in the faith until the child is old enough to make his own personal confession of Christ. This custom began about 300 years after the Bible was completed.

This is different from the baptism talked about in the Bible which was only for those old enough to believe. The purpose is to publicly confess your personal commitment to Christ. At The Philadelphia Church, it is a membership requirement that every member must have been baptized the way Jesus demonstrated, even though many of us were "confirmed" as children.
GO TO A BAPTISM INFORMATION SESSION
At The Philadelphia Church we periodically offer baptism information sessions.    The session is about 15 minutes and is a requirement for taking part in a baptism service.  Children should be accompanied by  a parent or guaridian.  Check the church calendar online or call the church office to see when the next session is offered.      www.tpcnj.org   ------   973-208-8757
BAPTISM CELEBRATION SERVICE         

Our baptism celebration service is held on Sunday at 11:45am at the pool as a part of the 2nd service.  The worship time will start at the normal 10:30am time in the sanctuary.  Those being baptized will choose a favorite worship song which will be sung just after their actual baptism takes place.  Prior to being baptized each candidate will have a short time to share their testimony.  Candidates for baptism must write out their testimony and submit it to the baptism instructor beforehand.  Testimonies should be no longer than one hand-written page in length.  The service will be taped and a DVD copy  will be given to each person baptized that day. We encourage those being baptized to invite their friends and family to the service and use it as a witness to share their faith and commitment to Christ.
	CAN MY FAMILY BE BAPTIZED TOGETHER?

Yes! If each family member understands fully the meaning of baptism, and each one has personally placed his/her trust in Christ for salvation, we encourage families to be baptized at the same time. It is a wonderful expression of commitment. However, it is important to remember that baptism is a personal statement of faith, not a family tradition. It is usually not wise to delay your baptism while waiting on other family members to accept Christ, particularly children. This puts an undue pressure on them, and delays your obedience. 


	


CHECKLIST FOR THOSE BEING BAPTIZED
1.  MALES AND FEMALES SHOULD WEAR SHORTS.  YOU WILL BE GIVEN A 

     CHURCH BAPTISM T- SHIRT TO WEAR AND KEEP.

2.  BRING A TOWEL, HAIR DRYER, AND A CHANGE OF CLOTHES.
3.  HAVE A 1 PAGE TESTIMONY WRITTEN OR TYPED OUT TO SHARE.  THIS 

     SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO THE CHURCH OFFICE BY THE THURSDAY   

     PRIOR TO THE SERVICE.
4.  LET THE CHURCH OFFICE KNOW THE WORSHIP SONG YOU WANT 
     PLAYED AFTER YOU COME OUT OF THE WATER.  YOU CAN PICK A 
     SONG FROM THE LIST ON THE FOLLOWING  PAGES.  THE SONG SHOULD 
     BE SUBMITTED BY THE SUNDAY ONE WEEK PRIOR TO THE SERVICE. 

     IF YOU DON’T SUBMIT A SONG BY THEN WE WILL  PICK ONE FOR YOU.
5. INVITE FRIENDS AND FAMILY TO CELEBRATE THE DAY WITH YOU.

SONG PICKS FOR BAPTISMS   
SUBMIT BY THE SUNDAY 1 WEEK PRIOR TO THE BAPTISM SERVICE.
ALL FOR LOVE

ARMS OF LOVE

A SHIELD ABOUT ME

AMAZING LOVE
AMAZING GRACE (MY CHAINS ARE GONE)

BE MAGNIFIED

BELOVED

BE THOU MY VISION

BE UNTO YOUR NAME

BETTER IS ONE DAY

BLESSED BE YOUR NAME (YOU GIVE & TAKE AWAY)

CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART

CRY OF MY HEART

DRAW ME CLOSE TO YOU

EAGLE’S WINGS

FAITHFUL (IN YOU I PUT MY TRUST)

FOR WHO YOU ARE

FOREVER

GIVE US CLEAN HANDS

GOD OF WONDERS

GREAT AND MARVELOUS (KING OF SAINTS)

HALLELUJAH, YOUR LOVE IS AMAZING

HE HAS SHOWN THEE (MICAH 6:8)

HERE I AM TO WORSHIP

HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD

HOW GREAT THOU ART

HOLY IS THE LORD (WE STAND AND LIFT UP OUR HANDS…)

HUNGRY

HUMBLE THYSELF IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD

I EXALT THEE

I SEE THE LORD

I SURRENDER (TO YOUR MAJESTY)

I WILL GIVE THANKS

IN CHRIST ALONE

IN MOMENTS LIKE THESE

SONG PICKS FOR BAPTISMS (cont’d)

JESUS MESSIAH

JESUS, HOLY AND ANOINTED ONE

JESUS, LOVER OF MY SOUL

LET EVERYTHING THAT HAS BREATH

LIGHT THE FIRE AGAIN (DON’T LET MY LOVE GROW COLD)

LORD, YOU ARE MY REFUGE

MIGHTY IS OUR GOD

MIGHTY TO SAVE

MORE LOVE, MORE POWER

MY HEART REJOICES

MY REDEEMER LIVES

O MOST HIGH

O PRAISE HIM

ONLY YOU (NO ONE BUT YOU, LORD)

OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART

POUR OUT MY HEART

REFIINER’S FIRE

REIGN IN ME

SHOUT TO THE LORD

STEP BY STEP (OH GOD, YOU ARE MY GOD)

THE SOLID ROCK (HYMN)

THIS IS MY DESIRE (LORD I GIVE YOU MY HEART)

THIS IS THE AIR I BREATHE

THE WONDERFUL CROSS

TO BE PLEASING YOU

TRADING MY SORROWS

UNASHAMED LOVE

YOU ARE SO GOOD TO ME

YOUR GRACE IS ENOUGH

YOUR LOVE, OH LORD

